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®Features of the Wada _._o:,g%

The Wada House is located in the northémn section of the Ogimachi
Gassho Settlement. From the main building $tanding on the west side, to
the front right is a lavatory, and a storage, ilding is at the back left.
There are stone walls and a windbreak forest on the premises, as well as
a stone snow-melting gutter and a pond. mud walls and the beautiful
garden show that the family was well off at the time. The main building is
a large, single roofed, 3-storey Gassho-zukufl structure, There are a huge
hall with a sunken hearth, a living roomi @ room with the family’s
Buddhist altar, @ guest room and sleeping r9oms, and above the sleeping
rooms is a mezzanine. Falk handicrafts the lives of the people
living at that time.
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@ History of the Wada Family

The Wada family had passed down the name Yaemon from generation to generation since
1573. During the Edo Period, the head of the Wada family assumed the role of village
headman and was the official at the guard station. The family also prospered in the
potassium nitrate business. During this period, potassium nitrate was an important source of
cash income for the Shirakawago area. Promulgation of the organization of municipalities in
1888 produced Shirakawa Village, and Yaemon Wada was appointed the first mayor of the
village. The Wada House is the largest of the Gassho-zukuri setllement in Shirakawa
Village. It has a prestigious structure, including an entrance featuring Shikidai (steps in a
Japanese entranceway), conveying the stylish, architectural culture of the early Edo Period
to our day.
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* The tall structure with skylights on both gable sides shows
the wisdom of the people living in Gassho-zukuri homes. The
sunken hearth downstairs kept the workplace at an
appropriate temperature.
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There are many domestic
e utensils here conveying their

= never-changing beauty to
our day. While we live in an
age where our attachment to
things is easily lost, the
domestic utensils displayed
here show that they were
used with great care.
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The shiny black ceiling show that hundreds of years passed in
which people lived and eamed their livelihood. You can feel
the silent prayer of the people who endured wind and snow,
and the efforts exerted in their daily lives.



